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Furman v. Georgia, 408 U.S. 238 (1972)
 FACTS:  Furman v. Georgia was a convicted case of a burglary that resulted in the death of the victim. His initial statement contradicted with what he told the court, in the attempt of running he tripped and the weapon fired. He would be guilty of murder and eligible for the death penalty according to extant state law. The constitution provides the individual with multiple freedoms and rights regardless of the condition or accusation they are facing. According to the presented case, the petitioner Furman was convicted of murder in Georgia, petitioner Jackson was convicted of rape in Georgia, and lastly, Branch was convicted of rape in Texas. Following the incident, the three petitioners were all sentenced to death on the account of their crimes.  
The case presented by Furman v.George was a criminal case that compelled the united state supreme court to invalidate all the death penalty schemes in the united states on which the majority members were to present opinions individually. In attempts of reinstating the death penalty, the states had to remove the arbitrary and discriminatory effects to meet the eighth amendment of the Unites states constitution. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Such decisions were attributed to maintaining consistency through the application of the death penalty. The case resulted in a de facto moratorium of capital punishment in the United States that ended during the case of Gregg v. Georgia decided in 1976 that allowed for the death penalty. 
LEGAL QUESTION: whether imposing and carrying out the death penalty- in these cases – violated the eighth amendment’s ban on cruel and unusual punishment as it was often applied to the state by the due process clause of the fourth amendment. 
DECISION; yes. In a 5-4 decision, the court’s one-paragraph the per Curiam opinion that the imposition of the death penalty in these cases amounted to cruel and unusual punishment and thus violated the constitution. 
Court’s rationale: the court was divided and agreed the death penalty could violate the eighth amendment that prevented cruel and unusual punishment if not imposed fairly. The united state supreme court invalidated all death penalty schemes in the United States. 
DISSECTING OPINION: The dissenting opinion by Lewis Franklin Powell argued the court was moving into matters delegated to the judgment of state legislature. Justice Douglas stated the capital punishment is incompatible with the principles of equal protection that he finds to be “implicit” under the eighth amendment. 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CASE: the case outline the importance of the constitution in addressing the issues of the court towards criminal activity or justice. The eighth amendment protects an individual from cruel and unusual punishment making the death sentence unconstitutional. 







